SCHOOLDAYS
Vienna
Vienna had a decisive importance in my spiritual
development: I spent the best part of twelve years
there, from 1869 to 1882, during which time I
was one year (1876-77) at Leipzig. Moravia was
at that time centred on Vienna, and as for Brno it
was practically a Viennese suburb. The first time I
went there it was as a locksmith's apprentice. Once
in the holidays I went there on foot as a schoolboy.
Each time I really ran away from the place, it
oppressed me so. In my more mature years I grew
accustomed to life in the city, especially since it
was there that I found the means of educating
myself and earning a living.
In the academy in Vienna I was in the sixth
form: I matriculated in 1872. I soon found the life
at school distasteful, as I was older than the other
boys both in years and in experience of life. During
my first years in Brno I considered excellence in
school work important, and for some terms I was
top of my class; but I soon said to myself that it
was enough to pass creditably through school and
better to supplement one's school work by devoting
oneself to languages, art, the reading of historians
and philosophers and so on. I was always a vora-
cious reader.
A strong incentive to reading and thinking was